Date
Dear Reference
Thank you for agreeing to be a reference for me as I apply to Journey Partners, the Center for Ministry’s training program in spiritual direction.   This two-year program, which prepares persons for the ministry of spiritual guidance, is a partnership between the Center for Ministry at Millsaps and the Episcopal Diocese of Mississippi.  

I have enclosed a Journey Partners brochure to familiarize you with the program. You may also go to the Center for Ministry web-site at www.centerforministry.com, where you will find testimonials from previous participants. 

As you prepare your letter of reference, the program’s director asks that you please address the following areas.

1.  What gifts for the ministry of spiritual direction do you notice in this applicant? How do you evaluate her/his readiness for the program?

2.  To the best of your knowledge, describe the applicant’s practice of prayer and other spiritual disciplines.

3.  How does this person contribute to the life of her/his congregation or faith community? Is she/he involved in leadership?   Do others turn to her/him for a listening ear?   Is she/he considered trustworthy by others?  Would you seek this person out for spiritual conversation or guidance?

Please mail your letter to the attention of:  

Jane Watts

Consultant for Spiritual Formation

Director of Journey Partners: Training in Spiritual Direction

Center for Ministry

Box 150041, Millsaps College

1701 N. State Street

Jackson, MS 39210

Thank you again for your willingness to be a reference for me. They need to receive your letter by (check with Jane Watts as to what date to use).  Please let me know if you have any questions.

Grace and peace,

applicant

